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icture it in your mind with me. Jesus
Pis walking down the road and he

meets a would-be disciple making a
fishing net, or a table, or whatever that
person does for a living. Jesus says, “Stop
what you are doing. Come and follow me.”
Do you see it in your mind? Many are
familiar with this scene from the Bible that
probably happened more than the couple of
times we have it recorded. And obviously
many folks did what was asked of them;
they put down whatever they were doing
and started a long journey, both physically
and spiritually, with Jesus. Now, what if it
had been different? What if the would-be
disciple’s end of the conversation had
sounded more like this:

“Oh, wow, hi. You startled me there. Can |
help you? OHHH....wait a second! You're
that guy....the one everyone has been
talking about. Now, don'’t tell me....it's
Jeremiah...John...Jacob . . .JESUS...yeah,
that’s right! WOW! I've heard a lot about
you. You've got lots of folks talking. | hear
them chatting quite a bit when they are here
in my shop. What's that? Come and follow
you?

REALLY? ME?! You apparently don't know
who you are dealing with here. I'm not
exactly what you would call “pure.”

Doesn’t matter? Hmmm. Well, that might be
alright. I'd love to be part of something big,

something different. | d love to help you
make a difference! Alright, I'll do it. How’s
next Tuesday? Oh, you meant right now?
Well, | don’t know. I'm pretty busy. I've got
this work to finish. Lot’s of orders to
fill....this is my busy time of year. And my
kids . . .Oi Vey! Are their schedules crazy!
See, that's what | meant about me being
pure. | don't get to temple a lot. We are so
busy. Sports, work, trying to maintain family
time, and then | need some time in there for
myself. Even if for just a few minutes. What?
Well, yes, | do want to see things change
and I'd love to help those in need. But,
sometimes | feel like | am one of the ones
who are in need! It's just too busy! Il tell
you what. I'll do what | can, when | can,
from here, and when you come through
again, stop in and maybe things will be
different. Would that be alright, Jesus?
Jesus? Where are you going?

The above, my friends, is sad but true. And
it is what happens a lot in the church today.
We say we want our church to be this
wonderful place where people come and
have lives changed, where we connect with
one another. We say that we want all of
these programs for our children, for our
young adults, for our adults even, yet when
the time comes to be involved, many folks
will look at the schedules and their lives and
decide that there is more time for everything
else, leaving just a small sliver for church
involvement. This is not meant to be an
indictment, but rather something for us to
think about. We cannot have our cake and

Pastor: Rev. C.Jason Lewis
Pastor Emeritus: Dr. William E. Austin

Choir Director: Maggie Austin  Organist: William Neill

Administrative Secretary:Susan Frey



eat it, too. Do we all want our church to be a
great place of ministry, mission, teaching,
and fellowship? Yes. | am sure this is the
case. But all too often we put church on the
farthest back burner and then fuss when it
seems that nothing is happening. There is an
old saying, and it is cliché, but it is true:
“CH_RCH: It's not church without U."It

does take us all, every one of us, to make
this church the place we want it to be.

Do | expect us all to give up everything and
focus all on the church? No, certainly not.
Even | will not be here every second. But, it
takes making church a priority. | have heard
parents wonder why their kids lose interest
in the church when they reach a certain age.
It's because it was not made a priority. |
have heard people wonder how some folks
in the church do not know even basic Bible
stories. It's because it has not been a
priority.

The bottom line is this: we can put
everything else in front of church and then
wonder why things are the way they are
when nothing is happening. | don’t suggest
this because this way is nothing more than
being a part of the problem instead of the
solution. The other option is to prioritize. If
church growth, ministry, and mission are as
important to folks as many claim to me that
it is, then being part of the church is the only
way that will ever work. Remember, there
truly is no Church without you! It takes us
all putting forth our best effort, energy, and
time.

So, here are the options: we can say we want
this or that program and ministry in the
church, let everything else dictate how much
time the church gets, and then scratch our
heads and wonder why this or that did not
take off. Or, we can place church as high on
our priority list as a lot of people claim it is,
put forth a little effort, and see the

wonderful results. | pray we choose option
two. It will yield infinitely better results for

us; that | can promise you. So, can we all put
down what we are doing? Jesus is waiting
for us.

Trying my best to follow the call,
Jason

Individual freedom to stud
and interpret Scripture

Restoration of ' Century
Christian practices

Unity of all believers

Effective evangelism based on
the first three principles
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Lisa Crawford Department Chair

Children's programs

October was the montto learn about
some of the kings of the Bible; David,
Solomon, Josiah and, the King of all Kings,
Jesus.

Some of the elementagnd chi rho
youth will have
participated in the Walk
for the Animals in
support of the VBSPCA
by the time this goes to
print.

Trunk-or-Treat was held Oct. 25 (see
article on page 6) and Christmas plans are
just around the corner.

Adult Programs

The Spiritual Roundtablecontinues their
ecumenical study of the Tao. This class is
open to all; it requires no preparation and
can be "popped in on" as each Sunday is a
new verse.

Big thanks to Jenn Snipewho has taken
the lead on the second adult class. This
class has completed its first unit of study and
will resume on Nov 9 with a new class. For
a new twist on the old Sunday school stuff,
consider attending this class.

Special Appeal

We are looking to set up computer lab and
could make use of any old monitor,
keyboard, or mouse you might have. See or
email Lisa Crawford

(scrawford25@cox.ngtf you have anything
you would like to contribute.

Conflict Resolution
Workshop a

Great Success

On October 4 the board hostedh Conflict
Resolution Workshop given by Carolyn
Rodenburg. She is a specialist in this area
and led a workshop of this type at last
spring’s Regional assembly. The workshop
was held, not in response to any conflict, but
rather as a tool to help us learn more
effective communication and methodology
for dealing with conflict when it will
inevitably arise in the church.

The workshop was an all-day event in which
we looked at what conflict really was
(reaction to change) and how to handle
different reactions. What it boiled down to
was open communication. Three questions
were posed to ask a person or persons who
felt they had a conflict. They were a) have
you talked to this person b) can you talk to
this person c) would you like me to go with
you to talk to this person. This led us into
the element that at times there may be the
necessity for a mediator between two
parties. Another tool that most thought to be
helpful was the concept of setting ground
rules anytime there is a meeting or
gathering. These ground rules would help to
guide the conversations and how people may
speak to one another, which could help
alleviate issues from the start. There was
much more information and conversation,
but the outcome of this day was quite
positive.

All in all about 25 folks attended the
workshop and came away with something to
think about. It was a very beneficial event
that will hopefully stand us in good stead in
the future.



Lori, Nora, and |

would like to thank the

congregation of

Virginia Beach

Christian Church for the

lovely reception on
October 18 in recognition of Ministerial
Appreciation. There were many kind words
and gifts that people extended to us. We are
grateful for all of the support and kindness
that has been shown to us since our arrival
here almost four months ago. And October
19" was just another affirmation for us.

We continue to realize that this was the right
move for us and this church, and we look
forward to years of ministry with you.

Thank you again for your kindness and well
wishes.

Blessings,
The Lewis Family

Well, November is almost here alreadynd

it is going to be a blur of a month. We have
so much going on in November, and we
hope that all of you will make plans to be
here for all that we have planned. So here
we go: a quick look at all that is happening
in November!

On Sunday November 2 we will celebrate
All Saints Day in worship by lighting
candles for each name submitted to be
honored/remembered. The choir will be
adding a special touch during the 11AM
worship with a medley of all-time favorites
that many will remember from times past.

The next week ofovember 9" we will be
having only one service at 11:00 A.M. for
Veterans Day. We are asking all current and
veteran military personnel to wear their
uniforms to church on that Sunday so you
can be honored. We have a special worship

service with several elements that recognize
and honor our military personnel. And our
own Rev. Don Cramblit, a military chaplain,
will be preaching on that day. Also on that
day will be our annual congregational
meeting to approve budget and officers for
2009. This is the reason for one service, so
we can have as many present for the meeting
as possible.

On SundayNovember 16" we have another
full day. Our new minister, Rev. Jason
Lewis, will be formally installed on that day
during the 11AM service. Rev. Lee Parker,
regional minister for Virginia, will be here
for the installation and also to deliver the
sermon on that day. After the service we
will be having our annual Thanksgiving
dinner in the fellowship hall. Always a great
time, we will once again gather to share a
meal and a time of fellowship together.
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share
but the Turkey is on the house! And last but
not least, Sunday November 38 is the
First Sunday of Advent where we will begin
preparations for the coming joy of the birth
of Jesus. As always we will have the church
decorated and families to light candles and
do readings throughout the season leading
up to our Christmas Eve service.

Well, there it is! WHEW! A busy month
leading into the Advent and Christmas
Season! Pray for all of those involved as it
will be hectic but joyful, and try to make it
out to all of these services! It's a busy time
for us all, but what better way to spend it
than with friends and family in the
fellowship of our community of faith. We
hope to see all of you there!

for the New Adult Class’'siext
Bible study seriesJesus DID it. Through
studying scripture, we all have more to learn



of Christ, ourselves, and others; The New
Adult Class is open to all adults of any age.

The Bible study will have six (6) interactive
lessons and you will be challenged to go
deeper into your relationship with Jesus.
Each study takes a closer look at an
interesting episode or encounter that
someone had with Jesus, face to face, when
he walked on Earth.

This is a Scripture based study with DVD
video clips like "Mary and Martha," or
"Criminal on the Cross," and scripture
studies in how Jesus...

Challenged Priorities,
Overcame Temptation,
Responded to Real Faith,
Revealed the Way
Healed the Pain, and
Transformed Lives

O O 0O o o o

Please come and join us as we explore
unique Biblical accounts of Jesus’ life--and
discover the significance of the incredible
things he is doing in your life and
experiences. "#

$ $%&'
()* _ If you have any questions or need more
information on this incredible Bible Study
experience, please contact Jenn Snipes at
498-7979 or by cell (724) 986-7401.

It's a tad early,

but Jason, Lori,

and Noralewis
/ wanted to plant
the thought in
everyone's brains!
On Saturday December 13th from 2:30 P.M.
until 4:30 P.M. they will be hosting an open
house at their home. Just a chance to see
their home now that they are truly settled,
and to share some Advent/Christmas cheer
with their congregation. Put the date on your
calendar and look for more information in

the next few weeks. They hope to see you
drop in!

VBCC DIRECTORY
REMINDER!

Dear Friends,

Since my arrival here mid-July, one item
that has been brought to my attention several
times is the need for a church directory.
Well, never let it be said that | do not listen.
We are going to make it happen! It has been
a while since a directory has been done, and
| personally believe the putting together of
church directories is a gathering-together
event. | have chosen to work with Olan

Mills not only because of their reputation,
but also because they give us the most bang
for the buck. I'll give the basic details

below.

1. There is no major out-of-budget cost for
the program.

2. Each family who participates will receive
a free 8X10 color portrait.

3. Each family receives a free copy of the
new directory upon completion.

4. The church will receive extra copies of
the directory to give out to families as they
join the church.

5. Digital photography means family
viewing of their portraits the day they are
taken.

6. There is a variety of bindings to choose
from for the directories.

7. Olan Mills takes on the task of layout
design for optimal space usage

8. Special arrangements are made for
military or homebound persons, so they can
be included.

9. Local professional Olan Mills “agent”
will oversee and guide us through the whole
process.

There is more, but | do not want to send out
a multiple page email, so if you have
guestions, | have information in the office.



The day/evening the pictures will be taken
will be on December'®beginning with
appointments at 3:00 P.M. and going until
9:30 P.M. And by the way, the more
participation we have, the more perks we get
from Olan Mills, so let'sall make it out for
picture day!

What | need is for a handful (let's say six)
folks to volunteer to run the appointment
sign-up table on the Sundays of November
9, 16, 23, and 30. we will most likely have
sign-ups after both services in the interest of
thoroughness. So please let me know if you
will help out with this project.

Again, this is long overdue and something
that is always a good thing in the life of a
church. Let’s all work together to make it a
smooth and joyful experience. If you have
any questions, please me know.

See you on picture day,
Jason

On October 25ththe VBCC hospitality
committee hosted Trunk or Treat. This is an
event where children, and in our case several
adults, came dressed in costumes and
participated in games and the like and, of
course, collected candy by going car to car

in the church parking lot instead of roaming
about the neighborhood.

Unfortunately, the weather was a bit of a
deterrent for folks. However, we did have a
few kids come out and everyone there did
have a ball! Many of the VBCC "grown

ups" came out in full costume to support the
event and many made some wonderful treats
for the evening.

So even though the weather was a damper
(getit...damper . . .since it was raining . .
ha ha), a great time was had.

Thanks to all of those who came out and
gave of their time and effort in support of
this event, and we certainly will try again
next year. It truly is a wonderful thing that
we have so many willing to give their time
and talent to help support our church!
Thanks for all that you do!

Charlotte Kent-Bahr is the newest member
of Virginia Beach Christian, joining on
August 17, 2008.

Charlotte was born on August 22, 1920, into
a musical family and started singing at age
6. She was married to George O. Kent, Sr.
for 50 years and has three adult children,
George O. Kent, Jr., James F. Kent and
Sarah Margaret Atomanchuk, all of whom
she is very proud.

Charlotte always wanted to take voice
lessons, but after her father died, there was
no money for lessons. Later, after she



married and had children, her mother
offered to watch her children if she was still
interested in studying voice. So, at age 30,
Charlotte studied with private voice and
directing lessons. Six months later, she was
asked to sing at Memorial United Methodist
Church. Afterwards, they called her and
asked if she would be a soloist and,
subsequently, choir director, which she did
for twenty years. In addition, she was also
manager of a local dental office.

Charlotte is a very active 88-year-old. She
has sung with the Virginia Beach Chorale
for 33 years, belongs to 2 music clubs and,
at Maggie Austin’s invitation, sings in the
choir here at VBCC, which she loves.

WORSHIP: Nancy Watters

IMPORTANT
NOVEMBER
AND

DECEMBER
DATES

Sunday, November 8, the church will

hold a single service at 11:00 to observe
Veterans’ Day. There will also be a
congregational meeting after the service
preceding a Soup and Sandwich lunch
sponsored by VBCC Habitat for Humanity.

Sunday, November 18, will be the official
Installation Sunday of Rev. Jason Lewis.
The Installation service will be conducted by
the regional minister, Rev. Lee Parker.
After the 11:00 service, all members and
guest are invited to our traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner.

Sunday, November 3! is “Hanging of the
Greens” and the®1Sunday of Advent.
Sunday, December ¥ at 7:00 p.m will be
the VBCC Choir's Christmas Cantata.
Thursday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m.will
be the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
(Please note time change from previous
years

OUTREACH: Claire Carbone

New project: Pennies for

Prescriptions. Donate

your pennies in the jars
located in the office and
fellowship hall and they
will be used to help people
with their prescriptions.

Continue with the Entertainment Books
to help the foster children.

Thank youfor all the coupons. | have
enough for now.

The baskenear the back door is for
travel sizes of soaps, shampoos and free
samples. Bring them back when you travel.

The food bankneeds diapers, 2,3,0r 4 (if
you get them on sale.)

Also, Outreach will givdour food
baskets for Thanksgiving and four for
Christmas; also stockings and Angel Tree
gifts. Look for the information in the
bulletin.

Thanks for all your help, Claire
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